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‘DISCOVERING LEW IS AND CLARK’ SITE ADDS MAY UPDATES
MISSOULA Two hundred years ago, Lewis and Clark were starting their epic journey up the
Missouri River. One of the best places to learn more about their historic trek is the
“Discovering Lewis and Clark” Web site at www.lewis-clark.org.
Recent additions to the site are available by clicking on “New in May 2004.” This
month offers an illustrated essay titled “Thomas Jefferson” by Harry Fritz, professor and chair
of The University of Montana history department.
Fritz starts his description of the great U.S. statesman by declaring: “Thomas Jefferson
(1743-1826) is America’s founding idealist. The values of this country — liberty and equality,
freedom and individualism, republicanism and democracy - all sprang from his mind and
pen. ”
Joe Mussulman, a former UM professor, leads a team that designs “Discovering Lewis
and Clark,” which now includes more than 1,300 pages and gets 27,000 hits a day.
Mussulman said the site has been described by historians as the best source of Lewis and Clark
information on the Internet. Designers periodically add an interpretive episode that delves into
some aspect of the expedition.
The Web site went online in 1997 and is funded by a nonprofit corporation Mussulman
created called VIAs. Look for new episodes at the site for several years to come.
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